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muscle meet in a comparatively long line in the middle
of the posterior wall of the pharynx. As each of the
constrictors spreads out backwards in this manner, they
must partially cover each other, which in fact we find
to be the case, the upper margin of the lower loop in
each case overlapping the lower margin of the one above
it. We must further remember that the oblique direction
which their divergence gives to the greater number of
the fibres, introduces a longitudinal component into their
action, thus making up for the absence of longitudinal
fibres.

The inferior constrictor consists of a lower portion
(the crico-pharyngeus'), which arises from the outer sur-
face of the cricoid cartilage, and of an upper portion (the
thyro-pharyngeus), arising from the raised oblique line on
the lateral surface of the thyroid .cartilage. The lower
margin of the entire muscle is horizontal, and rests im-
mediately upon the circular plane of fibres of the oeso-
phagus ; the upper margin ascends rapidly from the
divergence of the fibres, and overlaps the greater part of
the adjacent muscle.

The greater part of the middle constrictor (the kerato-
pharyngeus) arises upon the upper border and the pos-
terior rounded end of the greater horns of the hyoid
bone; a small portion (the chondro-pharyngeus) arises
upon the lesser horns of the hyoid bone. In this muscle
the descent of the lower margin is slight; the upper
margin, on the contrary, ascends very abruptly, and
overlaps the greater part of the succeeding muscle.

The superior constrictor is an exceedingly broad layer
of muscle ; one portion (the mylo-pharyngeus) arises upon
the inner surface of the lower jaw, immediately in front of
the attachment of the greater or internal pterygoid muscle;
another portion (the pterygo-pharyngeus} from the lower